and sired a further 18 children by his second wife! It is clear that human pregnancy is a most resilient state capable of surviving such insults as electric shocks, gunshot wounds, goring by bulls and snake-bites. In a chapter on the obstetric histories of the Royal families of Europe not surprisingly we find that they are as susceptible as the rest of us to the hazards of childbirth. Mary Queen of Scots is said to have suffered from prolonged pseudocyesis hoping to produce a male Roman Catholic heir to the throne; the reigning Archbishop of Canterbury prematurely gave thanks for the safe 'delivery' at a service in St. Paul's Cathedral.
The final chapter devoted to the origins of many common gynaecological operations and surgical instruments, may be of value to examinees in the specialty. On the whole the book is well-bound and tastefully produced, although without illustrations, and would perhaps make a useful present to adorn the bookshelves of Osteomalacia and osteoporosis are mentioned briefly as part of renal osteodystrophy, but could have been described in the chapter on calcium and phosphate metabolism.
It would have been useful to have included a scheme for the investigation of proteinuria. Drug induced interstitial nephritis is recognized as an important cause of both acute and acute-on-chronic renal failure and deserves more than the five lines it has been given. Despite these criticisms many young doctors and all medical students would profit by reading this short book. RECENT years have seen significant progress in the understanding of factors responsible for the very varied clinical course of myeloma. Studies of cell kinetics and protein production by the tumour have led to the introduction of clinical criteria to stage the disease in the patient, giving a guide to prognosis and more reliable means of assessing the effect of treatment. This review of myeloma is therefore timely and it is appropriate that Dr. Salmon, whose group has played a major part in recent advances, should be the editor. The book gives a comprehensive account of current views on myeloma. Recent knowledge of tumour kinetics and staging is fully described. There is also a most detailed chapter reviewing the benefits (and lack of them) of past and present treatment regimes and it soon becomes clear to the reader that the results of treatment for many patients is undoubtedly disappointing, especially when they are evaluated in the light of factors now known to be important in determining the natural cause of the disease. However one is left with the strong impression that the stage is now set for further progress which will make an impact on the survival statistics.
Other chapters deal with localised plasma cell tumours, the related subject of amyloidosis and there is an interesting review incorporating a prolonged follow-up of that enigmatic entity of 'benign gammopathy'. The effect of interferon treatment of myeloma is also described and there is a chapter on the curious but so far unexplained association between acute leukaemia and myeloma.
I would strongly recommend this book to all those responsible for the treatment of patients with myeloma.
JHR
